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DGI Directorate General of Human Rights and Rule of Law 

Department for the Execution of Judgments of the ECtHR 
F-67075 Strasbourg Cedex 

FRANCE 
19.01.2022 
Rule 9.2 Communication from İfade Özgürlüğü Derneği (“İFÖD”) in the Artun and Güvener 
Group of Cases (no. 75510/01) v. Turkey 
1. The submission is prepared by İfade Özgürlüğü Derneği (“İFÖD” – Freedom of Expression 

Association), a non-profit and non-governmental organization which aims to protect and foster 
the right to freedom of opinion and expression in Turkey. İFÖD has been informing the 
Committee of Ministers on the recent developments concerning the persistent failure of 
Turkish authorities in full and effective implementation of general measures in the Öner and 
Türk Group of Cases (no. 51962/12); Akçam Group of Cases (no. 27520/07); Şener Group of 
Cases (no. 38270/11) and Artun and Güvener Group of Cases (no. 75510/01) v. Turkey.  

2. The aim of this submission is to update the Committee of Ministers with regards to the general 
measures in the Artun and Güvener Group of Cases. In this respect, İFÖD will discuss the 
problems arising from and in relation to the failure of the Turkish Authorities to amend article 
299 of the Turkish Criminal Code (“TCC”) and the judicial practice following the publication 
of the recent Vedat Şorli v. Turkey (no. 42048/19, 19.10.2021) judgement of the European 
Court. 

Background 
3. Artun and Güvener Group particularly concern unjustified interferences with the applicants’ 

right to freedom of expression on account of applicants’ criminal convictions for insulting the 
President of Turkey (article 299 of the TCC) or the public officials (article 125/3 of the TCC).  

4. In the 1406th meeting,1 the Committee of Ministers drew attention to “the lack of indication of 
the measures envisaged to remedy the violations” resulting from the application of article 299 
of TCC. The Committee further invited the authorities to consider a legislative amendment to 
fully align the criminal offence stipulating defamation of a Head of State towards the Court’s 
case-law and emerging European consensus.  

5. On 07.01.2022, the Government submitted an Action Plan for the Committee’s 1428th 
meeting.2 In the Action Plan, the Government reiterated its previous arguments concerning the 
legislative amendments, reform strategies, and training activities that are already discussed in 
the Committee’s 1406th meeting. With regards to the Artun and Güvener group of cases, in 
support of its previous arguments, the Government presented sample decisions delivered by 

 
1  CM/ResDH(2021)110, 09.06.2021. 
2  See DH-DD(2022)34. 
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the Regional Courts of Appeal, Court of Cassation, and the Constitutional Court. Based on the 
sample decisions, the Government claimed that the legal amendments provide a Convention 
compliant safeguard mechanism and that they illustrate “the well-established case-law of the 
Turkish judiciary.” However, with regards to article 299 cases, the Government only presents 
a single decision in its recent Action Plan, that of the not guilty decision of the 2nd Criminal 
Chamber of the İzmir Regional Court of Appeal3 without stating whether this decision was 
“final” or whether there was a further appeal to the Court of Cassation. In any case, a single 
positive outcome does not reflect upon the problems associated with the widespread use of 
the article 299 provision in Turkey to silence dissent and political criticism aimed towards the 
President of Turkey. In fact, as will be seen in Annex II to this submission, the widespread 
and high number of prosecutions continued during 2020 according to the latest official 
statistics. 

6. Moreover, the Government, in its Action Plan, note that the “permission mechanism provides 
a convention compliant legal safeguard with respect to the similar violations” and that the 
permission for prosecution is “granted only for the remarks containing clear defamation”.4 
However, the Government does not provide any statistics from the Ministry of Justice in 
relation to the “permission mechanism” to show in numbers how the mechanism works and 
whether and how much of the requests from the public prosecutors are granted for prosecution. 
In fact, despite a recommendation decision of the Ombudsman Institution of the Republic of 
Turkey as well as the annulment decision of the 12th Administrative Chamber of the Ankara 
Regional Court of Appeal,5 the Ministry of Justice did not comply with a freedom of 
information request to obtain statistics involving the “permission mechanism”. As the 
regional court decision was final, an individual application has been lodged with the 
Constitutional Court to obtain the statistics by one of the founders of İFÖD in January 2022.6 

7. In the absence of such statistics, İFÖD as well as the Committee of Ministers are not in a 
position to assess the Government’s claim that the permission mechanism is “truly 
functional,” “granted only for the remarks containing clear defamation,” that it provides a 
balancing approach and acts as a shield to protect political speech, its originally intended 
purpose. 

8. Finally, the Government did not provide any information on whether it is considering any 
legislative amendment to article 299 of TCC. 

The European Court’s Vedat Şorli (no. 42048/19, 19.10.2021) Judgement 
9. In the Vedat Şorli judgement, the European Court not only found a violation of Article 10 of 

the Convention but also decided to apply Article 46 of the Convention as the insult to the 
President cases constitute a systemic problem in Turkey. The Court held that violation of the 
applicant’s right guaranteed by Article 10 of the Convention arose from the drafting and 

 
3  See § 381, p. 63 of the Government’s Action Plan. 
4  See § 382, p. 63 of the Government’s Action Plan. 
5  İFÖD can provide these decisions if the Committee of Ministers deem necessary. 
6  Yaman Akdeniz Application, App. No: 2022/4380, 13.01.2022. 
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application of the provision in question. In this regard, the Court held that pursuant to Article 
46 of the Convention, bringing the relevant domestic law in line with Article 10 of the 
Convention would constitute an appropriate form of redress making it possible to put an end 
to the violation stemming from the application of article 299 of TCC (Vedat Şorli v. Turkey, 
no. 42048/19, 19.10.2021, § 54). 

İFÖD’s Observations 
10. In the European Court’s recent Vedat Şorli judgment, the conflict between article 299 of the 

TCC and Article 10 of the Convention has been clearly expressed. Article 90 of the Turkish 
Constitution stipulates that “…in the case of a conflict between international agreements, duly 
put into effect, concerning fundamental rights and freedoms and the laws due to differences in 
provisions on the same matter, the provisions of international agreements shall prevail”. In 
this regard, considering the clear findings of the European Court stating that article 299 of TCC 
is in violation of the Convention, the relevant provision should no longer be applied by the 
criminal courts. For this reason alone, any interference with the right to liberty and freedom of 
expression based on the criminal offence in article 299, would not be prescribed by a 
foreseeable rule in Turkish law. 

11. Nevertheless, in the recent decisions, the domestic courts continue to convict defendants 
relying on article 299 of TCC. Following the European Court’s Vedat Şorli judgement, based 
on the news covered by media, İFÖD collected news coverage indicating that even after the 
Vedat Şorli judgement, judicial organs disregarded the case-law of the European Court and 
continued to initiate investigations and the trial courts continue to convict individuals who 
criticized the President subject to article 299.7 According to the media, journalists,8 lawyers,9 

 
7  See generally Annex I. Note further that journalist Perihan Kaya was convicted to 11 months and 20 days for 

insulting the President even though her lawyers submitted to the Court in her defence the European Court’s Vedat 
Şorli decision (see https://www.mlsaturkey.com/tr/aihm-kararina-ragmen-gazeteci-perihan-kayaya-11-ay-20-
gun-hapis-cezasi/). Similarly, journalist Gökhan Biçici is facing a charge of insulting the President and his lawyer 
also relied on the European Court’s Vedat Şorli decision during the last court hearing (see 
https://www.mlsaturkey.com/tr/gazeteci-gokhan-bicicinin-cumhurbaskanina-hakaretten-yargilandigi-dava-
ertelendi/). The trial is currently on-going. Well known theatre actor Genco Erkal (83 years old) is also on trial 
for insulting the President and during the last court hearing his lawyer also relied on the European Court’s Vedat 
Şorli decision (see https://bianet.org/bianet/print/253899-genco-erkal-cumhurbaskanina-hakaretten-hakim-
karsisinda). Well known Twitter personality and former journalist Atilla Taş is also facing charges of insulting 
the President and his layer also relied on European Court’s Vedat Şorli decision during the latest court hearing (see 
https://tr.sputniknews.com/20211026/fetonun-medya-yapilanmasi-davasinda-atilla-tas-haric-8-sanigin-adli-
kontrol-tedbirleri-kaldirildi-1050200998.html). Finally, Sedat Ata, a lawyer, was found guilty of insulting the 
President and received 11 months and 20 days imprisonment despite references to the European Court’s Vedat 
Şorli decision during the final hearing (see https://www.duvarenglish.com/in-violation-of-ecthr-ruling-turkey-
convicts-lawyer-sedat-ata-for-insulting-president-erdogan-news-59319). 

8  See Expression Interrupted, “Hasan Cemal is subject to a criminal case for “insulting the president”, 20.12.2021, 
at https://expressioninterrupted.com/tr/hasan-cemal-e-cumhurbaskanina-hakaret-davasi-acildi/; Birgün, “Hearing 
of the Criminal Case Against Birgün for Insulting Bahçeli and Erdoğan postponed to March 17”, 07.12.2021, at 
https://www.birgun.net/haber/birgun-e-bahceli-ve-erdogan-a-hakaret-davasi-17-mart-a-ertelendi-368405. 

9  See Sözcü, “Lawyer is sentenced to imprisonment for “insulting the president”, 30.11.2021, at 
https://www.sozcu.com.tr/2021/gunun-icinden/avukata-cumhurbaskanina-hakaretten-hapis-cezasi-6799730/. 
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former deputies,10 and even ordinary citizens11 are constantly subjected to prosecutions due to 
their statements criticizing the President of Turkey and his policies and political statements. 
Thus, recent media reports clearly and continuously illustrate the widespread use of the article 
299 of the TCC to punish and silence criticism and dissent in Turkey. 

12. IFÖD is of the opinion that contrary to the Government’s arguments, the case law is far clear 
from providing any effective legal safeguards in the application of article 299 of TCC. 
Similarly, in the light of the above-mentioned rulings of the domestic courts, it is not possible 
to claim Turkey’s judicial practice is well-established or provides an effective safeguard for 
critical or unpopular opinions. Thus, a few selective positive decisions cannot be considered 
as improvement of the case-law. In any case, the Turkish authorities are obliged to take action 
with regards to the Article 46 ruling in the Vedat Şorli judgment. 

13. Moreover, in the 1406th meeting, the Committee urged the Government to submit “detailed 
statistical information covering the last five years showing the total number of prosecutions 
and convictions” and “information on the number of journalists prosecuted, convicted and 
held in pre-trial and post-conviction detention, with details of the allegations involves”.  

14. The Government submitted some statistical information in its latest Action Plan of January 
2022. However, the submitted statistics contain only quantitative information and only in 
relation to 202012 based on the annual Justice Statistics (“Adalet İstatistikleri”).13 The 
submitted statistics are also only in relation to the decisions rendered for suspects at the 
investigation stage at the Chief Public Prosecutors’ Offices. As the Government did not 
provide detailed statistics involving the application of article 299, İFÖD compiled the 
statistical data from the official annual Justice Statistics for the President Erdoğan era (2014-
2020). Annex II of this Submission therefore includes the total number of investigations, 
prosecutions, guilty and not guilty verdicts, imprisonments and the deferment of the 
announcement of the verdict decisions. Based on the official statistics, during the President 
Erdoğan era, 160.169 persons were subjected to an article 299 criminal investigation until the 
end of 2020. Moreover, 38.498 persons were prosecuted, 12.881 received guilty verdicts and 
11.913 further cases resulted with the deferment of the announcement of the verdict decisions. 
3.625 persons were imprisoned. 5.660 were found not guilty. Among the guilty verdicts, 106 
are under the age of 18 and 24 are between the ages of 12-14 according to the Justice 
Statistics as of end of 2020. 

 
10  See Cumhuriyet, “Zeynep Altıok Akatlı sentenced to 11 months in prison for insulting the president”, 20.12.2021, 

at https://www.cumhuriyet.com.tr/siyaset/zeynep-altiok-akatliya-cumhurbaskanina-hakaretten-11-ay-hapis-
cezasi-verildi-1889803; Artı Gerçek, “Criminal Case to Ayhan Bilgen for insult to the President”, 11.12.2021, at 
https://artigercek.com/haberler/ayhan-bilgen-e-cumhurbaskani-na-hakaret-davasi. 

11  See Deutsche Welle Turkey, “Calling “Jew” to Erdoğan Considered as an Insult”, 05.11.2021, at 
https://www.dw.com/tr/erdo%C4%9Fana-yahudi-demek-hakaret-say%C4%B1ld%C4%B1/a-59732662. 

12  See p. 66 of the Government’s Action Plan. 
13  See p. 60 of the Judicial Statistics 2020 at 

https://adlisicil.adalet.gov.tr/Resimler/SayfaDokuman/1692021162011adalet_ist-2020.pdf. 
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15. In addition, the Government did not provide information on the details of the allegations 
involved or the number of journalists prosecuted, convicted, and held in detention with regards 
to article 299. Thus, the statistics do not address the Committee’s request. Nevertheless, 
according to the statistics provided by the Government, only in 2020, 31.297 persons were 
subjected to a criminal investigation subject to article 299. This alone shows the magnitude, 
widespread use and the continuing nature of the application of article 299 which is primarily 
used to silence critical opponents of President Erdoğan. İFÖD is of the opinion that the wide 
application of article 299 of the TCC creates a chilling effect on all sections of the society that 
are critical about the President and his Government. 

Conclusions and Recommendations  
16. There has been no progress achieved with regard to the provision of an adequate legislative 

framework that enables the protection of Article 10 and full and effective implementation of 
Artun and Güvener group of cases. 

17. Since the last meeting, the Turkish Authorities did not properly address the structural 
problems observed by the Court and the Committee of Ministers arising from the application 
of article 299 of TCC.  

18. The Committee should request the Turkish Authorities to amend article 299 of TCC in the 
light of the Court’s Vedat Şorli judgment and ask the Authorities to comply with the Court’s 
Article 46 decision. 

19. The Committee of Ministers should also ask the government to provide detailed statistical 
data covering the President Erdoğan era with information on the details of the nature and 
content of prosecutions. 

20. The Artun and Güvener group of cases should remain under the enhanced procedure and 
the Committee of Ministers should review Artun and Güvener group of cases in frequent and 
regular intervals concerning the legislative general measures in the light of the Court’s recent 
judgment in Vedat Şorli. 

 
İfade Özgürlüğü Derneği – İFÖD (Turkey) 

Web: https://ifade.org.tr Twitter: @ifadeorgtr 

 

İfade Özgürlüğü Derneği (İFÖD) has been set up formally in August 2017 to protect and foster the right 
to freedom of opinion and expression. The Association envisions a society in which everyone enjoys 
freedom of opinion and expression and the right to access and disseminate information and knowledge.  
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DelhSne Eok`hea^ c`okn ko[S^g� TokZew c`^tScnl [auwek f̀ k ¥S^lo[nS^g¥ Ekd`ğa^
DelhSne a ko[S^Q bw nRe Eok`hea^ C`okn `P Ho]a^ RSQRnl nRan lnanel akkelnS^Q S^dStSdoa[l P̀ k ¤S^lo[nS^Q nRe hkelSde^n¤ ual a
kSQRnl tS`[anS`^� TokZew Ral le^ne^ced [auwek Sedan Ana n` �� ]`^nRl a^d �� dawl S^ hkSl`^ P̀ k ¤S^lo[nS^Q¤ Ekd`ğa^¡

M`^daw Ocn`bek �� ���� ����� h]

Pe[S^ AZde]Sk § DUVAR

A TokZilh [auwek ual ha^ded �� ]`^nhl a^d �� dawl i^ hkil`^ f̀ k ¤i^lo[ni^g¤ Pkelide^n Receh Tawwih Ekd`ğa^� i^ lnakZ c`^nkadicni`^
uinh a Eok`hea^ C`okn `f Ho]a^ Righnl ­ECHR® ko[i^g nhan lnaned c`^ticni^g i^ditidoa[l `tek nhe laid accolani`^ il a kighnl ti`[ani`^¡½

Lauwek Sedan Ana ual ha^ded nhe hkil`^ le^ne^ce [aln ueeZ� uinh nhe c`okn decidi^g nhan he i^lo[ned Ekd`ğa^½i^ a tide` he lhaked `^
hil l`cia[ ]edia acc`o^nl i^ ����¡½

The ECHR ko[ed nhil ]`^nh nhan½Aknic[e ��� `f nhe TokZilh he^a[ c`de� uhich cki]i^a[izel ¸i^lo[ni^g nhe hkelide^n�¹ il a ti`[ani`^ `f
fkeed`] `f evhkelli`^¡½

Ana»l akkeln il [i^Zed n` nhe cale `f li^gek De^iz SeZi� uh` ual akkelned a^d i]hkil`^ed f̀ k dkog dea[i^g i^ ����¡ Whe^ SeZi ual jo`ned
i^ nhe hkell lawi^g nhan lhe ¸hkawed a^d cha^ned¹ a [`n i^ hkil`^� n` uhich a^`nhek l`cia[ ]edia olek keh[ied nhan ¸in d`el^»n keh[ace
c`cai^e� bon in a[l` genl w`o high¡¹ Ana ke±lhaked nhan c`]]e^n `^ hil l`cia[ ]edia cha^^e[l¡ The hk`lecon`k¥l `f{ce nhe^ `he^ed a^
i^telnigani`^ i^n` Ana f̀ k c`]h[ai^nl `f ¸`ffe^di^g ke[igi`ol le^ni]e^n¡¹ He ual nhe^ `f{cia[[w chakged uinh i^lo[ni^g nhe hkelide^n f̀ k
nhe tide` he lhaked¡ He ual le^ne^ced n` �� ]`^nhl a^d �� dawl i^ hkil`^� bon nhe le^ne^ce ual c`]]oned n` a {^e `f ����� TokZilh
[ikal doe n` nhe ¤hekl`^a[inw `f nhe accoled a^d nhe chakacnekilnicl `f nhe cki]e¡¤

Ana il `^e `f ������ he`h[e n` be chakged uinh ¤i^lo[ni^g nhe hkelide^n¹ benuee^ ���� a^d ����¡ The chakge beca]e ckinica[ n`
Ekd`ğa^»l eff̀ knl n` c[a]h d`u^ `^ dille^n afnek he beca]e hkelide^n i^ ����� a^d haknico[ak[w afnek nhe c`oh anne]hn `f ���� a^d nhe
c`^lninoni`^a[ kefeke^do] `f ����¡½

Laln ueeZ� nhe Eok`hea^ C`okn `f Ho]a^ Righnl ha^ded d`u^ a decili`^ i^ nhe cale `f Vedan Ş`k[i uhich ljoake[w dee]ed nhe
¤i^lo[ni^g nhe hkelide^n¤ chakge i^c`^lilne^n uinh ho]a^ kighnl [au a^d fkeed`] `f evhkelli`^¡

Ş`k[i ual le^ne^ced n` �� ]`^nhl a^d �� dawl i^ hkil`^ ± nhe la]e [e^gnh al Ana»l le^ne^ce ± f̀ k a cakn``^ a^d hh`n` he lhaked `^
Faceb``Z¡ The ECHR denek]i^ed nhan nhe ko[i^g ual i^c`^lilne^n uinh b`nh nhe Eok`hea^ C`^te^ni`^ `^ Ho]a^ Righnl a^d hki^cih[el
`f fkeed`] `f evhkelli`^ i^ elnab[ilhi^g lhecia[ hk`necni`^ f̀ k nhe hkelide^n¡ In foknhek lnaned nhan aknic[e ��� c`o[d hate a chi[[i^g
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effecn `^ nhe TokZilh hob[ic»l abi[inw n` dilcoll illoel ke[aned n` nhe hob[ic g``d� a^d alZed TokZew n` cha^ge nhe [au¡ Thil ko[i^g ual
evhecned n` len a [ega[ hkecede^n f̀ k fonoke ¸i^lo[n¹ calel¡

H`uetek� Ana ual c`^ticned Yoln nu` dawl [anek¡ I^ hil defe^le� Ana a^d hil [auwek Ek`[ ÇiçeZ akgoed nhan Pkelide^n Ekd`ğa^ ual `b[iged
n` e^doke ckinicil] al nhe [eadek `f a h`[inica[ haknw¡ Thew foknhek ke]i^ded nhe c`okn nhan Yoln nu` dawl eak[iek� nhe ECHR had ko[ed
Ş`k[i»l cale a ti`[ani`^ `f hil ho]a^ kighnl¡

¸Acc`kdi^g n` nhe Eok`hea^ C`^te^ni`^ `^ Ho]a^ Righnl� nhe c`]]`^ [au `f nhe C`okn `f Callani`^ a^d nhe c`]]`^ [au `f nhe
C`^lninoni`^a[ C`okn� a cki]e did ^`n `ccok�¹ ÇiçeZ laid� ¸We de]a^d nhe acjoinna[ `f `ok c[ie^n¡¹

Ana laid nhan afnek nhe ECHR decili`^� he a^d hil [ega[ nea] allo]ed nhan he u`o[d be acjoinned¡ H`uetek� nhan ual ^`n nhe cale¡
U^dek Aknic[e �� `f nhe TokZilh C`^lninoni`^� TokZew il [ega[[w `b[iged n` ohh`[d ko[i^gl bw nhe ECHR� n` uhich in il a haknw¡ H`uetek� i^
kece^n weakl nhe c`okn hal fai[ed n` i]h[e]e^n leteka[ `f nhele decili`^l� loch al i^ nhe calel `f Ol]a^ Kata[a a^d Se[ahanni^
De]ikna¶¡½

N`u� Ana lawl nhew ui[[ ahhea[ n` nhe Bokla Regi`^a[ C`okn `f Jolnice a^d ui[[ c`^ni^oe ahhea[i^g o^ni[ nhe chakgel ake [ifned¡

¸We i^ne^d n` evhaoln a[[ [ega[ ke]ediel�¹ he laid¡½

Ana a^d ÇiçeZ foknhek laid nhan nhe cale il a^ eva]h[e `f nhe h`[inica[ hkelloke h[aced `^ nhe Yodiciakw o^dek nhe ko[i^g Jolnice a^d
Dete[`h]e^n Paknw ­AKP®¡½

¸Jodgel i^ [`ca[ c`oknl d` ^`n dake n` acjoin� elhecia[[w i^ calel `f i^lo[ni^g nhe hkelide^n�¹ laid Ana¡ ÇiceZ foknhek laid nhan nhe ko[i^g
ual a^ eva]h[e `f ¸h`[inica[ hkelloke�¹ a^d nhan Yodgel ake afkaid n` gite a tekdicn `f acjoinna[¡½

T̀ h Eok`hea^ kSghnl c`okn ca[[l `^ TokZew n` cha^ge [au `^ S^lo[nS^g hkelSde^n
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96-year-old woman without criminal liability prosecuted for
'insulting' Erdoğan
Turkish prosecutors have put a 96-year-old woman, exempt from criminal liability with a hospital report, on trial on charges of
“insulting the President.” After a two-year-long prosecution process, the court ordered the implementation of security measures,
citing the woman's “mental health.”

Tuesday November 02 2021 06:40 pm

Duvar English

Turkish prosecutors have put a 96-year-old woman without criminal liability on trial for
“insulting the President.” Aliye Yabansu is living in the southeastern province of Şanlıurfa's
Siverek district at a 20 square meters container, Mezopotamya news agency reported on Nov. 2.

The complaint against Yabansu was filed by a person known as M.İ. with the Şanlıurfa Chief
Public Prosecutor's Office. The charges concern the 96-year-old woman's remark in a video
which was recorded and put on social media without her approval on Jan. 9, 2019.

The Siverek Chief Public Prosecutor's Office later prepared an indictment about the woman,
claiming that she had “used remarks that can be offending to the President's honor and
respectability.” The prosecutors demanded the implementation of "security measures on the
grounds of the woman's mental health.”

During the final hearing of the case held on Dec. 1, 2020 at the Siverek 1st Penal Court of First
Instance, Yabansu's lawyer said that her client was a 96-year-old patient confined to bed, her
remarks did not constitute as an insult against the President, and the addressee of the video
was not clear. 

The prosecutors told the court that Yabansu had presented a hospital report exempting her from
criminal liability and demanded the implementation of “safety measures applied specifically to
mentally ill patients.”

The court ruled that Yabansu does not have criminal liability and ordered authorities to place
her in “the closest high-security health institution for treatment.” Despite the court's “closest
health institution” remark, the prosecutors demanded that Yabansu be dispatched to the Kayseri
City Hospital, to which the woman's lawyer filed an appeal.

Demanding that the court lift the security measures, the lawyer's appeal noted that the
woman's transfer to another city would take eight hours and would physically “torture” her.
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woman's transfer to another city would take eight hours and would physically “torture” her.
“Sending this old woman, who is waiting for her death in her bed, to a city she does not know
would be no different than burying her alive,” lawyer Celil Tanış said. 

“When my client was speaking on the street, someone recorded her without her approval and
then shared the video on social media. The indictment was prepared on the basis of this, and
the court ruled for the 'implementation of security measures.' There was a two-year-long
prosecution process, and now the ruling is being executed. There is the city of Diyarbakır 80
kilometers away; why is the health examination demanded to be done in Kayseri, instead of
Diyarbakır?” asked the lawyer.

Thousands have been charged and sentenced over the crime of "insulting" President Recep
Tayyip Erdoğan in the seven years since he moved from being prime minister to the president.

In 2020, 31,297 investigations were launched in relation to the charge, 7,790 cases were filed and
3,325 resulted in convictions, according to Justice Ministry data. Those numbers were slightly
lower than the previous year.

Since 2014, the year Erdoğan became president, 160,169 investigations were launched over
insulting the president, 35,507 cases were filed and there were 12,881 convictions.
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Turkish court deems calling Erdoğan 'a Jew' an insult, fines
social media user
A Turkish court has deemed calling President Erdoğan "a Jew" an insult and fined a social media user. "Tayyip is a Jew who
disguises himself as a Muslim," said the man on social media, prompting the court to fine him 7,000 liras.

Sunday November 07 2021 12:52 pm

Duvar English 

A Turkish court in the northwestern province of Bursa fined a man 7,000 Turkish Liras after he
called President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan "a Jew" on social media, Deutsche Welle's Turkish service
reported on Nov. 5. 

"Tayyip is a Jew who disguises himself as a Muslim," Yüksel Üstün wrote on Facebook back in
2020, prompting Erdoğan's lawyer to file a complaint on the grounds that he "humiliated" the
president. 

According to Erdoğan's lawyer Hüseyin Aydan, Üstün used "offensive remarks towards the
president's honor, dignity and reputation." 

The final hearing of the case was held on Nov. 4, where Üstün's lawyer Baran Güneş defended his
client by saying that Jews are "honorable citizens of this country." 

"Calling someone a Jew or gypsy is not a crime," Güneş told the court, asking for Üstün's
acquittal. 

The court, however, sentenced Üstün to 10 months and 20 days in prison, before turning it to an
administrative fine worth 7,000 liras. 

 

Thousands of people have been tried for "insulting" Erdoğan since 2014. Most recently, a 96-year-
old woman was put on trial over the said charge.

Reuters photo.
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IPage: WUiWeU YÂOPa] OdabaşÂ / YÂOPa] OdabaşÂ RQ FacebRRk

¬

TKe YaORYa 2Qd PeQaO CRXUW Rf FLUVW IQVWaQce VeQWeQced ZULWeU Y×OPa] Odabaü× RQ 3 NRYePbeU 2021 WR 11 PRQWKV

aQd 20 da\V Rf LPSULVRQPeQW fRU ´LQVXOWLQg WKe PUeVLdeQWµ LQ KLV TZLWWeU SRVWV abRXW eOecWLRQV LQ TXUNe\ daWLQg bacN WR

2018, UeSRUWed MLSA TXUNe\. ¬

Odabaü× ZaV VeQWeQced fRU ´LQVXOWLQg WKe PUeVLdeQWµ dXULQg WKe VecRQd KeaULQg Rf WKe WULaO.

IQ KLV TZLWWeU SRVW SXbOLVKed RQ 3 NRYePbeU 2021, WKe aUWLVW VaLd WKaW “Today, in my new trial for ‘insulting the

President·, I was sentenced to 11 months and 20 days in prison. They want to silence us, but I will continue to share

my ideas and criticisms with my friends and readers.”

¬

TKe ZULWeU·V OaZ\eU VWaWed WKaW WKe\ ZRXOd aSSeaO agaLQVW WKLV VeQWeQce.¬

SXVPa24 UeSRUWV WKaW Odabaü× ZaV WULed XQdeU WKe VaPe cKaUgeV LQ 2017 fRU aOOegedO\ LQVXOWLQg WKe PUeVLdeQW LQ aQ

aUWLcOe. TKe aUWLVW ZaV VeQWeQced WR RQe \eaU aQd eLgKW PRQWKV LQ SULVRQ RQ 25 JaQXaU\ 2017. TKe VeQWeQce ZaV

SRVWSRQed.

IQ LWV SWaWe Rf AUWLVWLc FUeedRP 2021 UeSRUW, FUeePXVe VWaWeV WKaW a YagXe fUaPeZRUN Rf aQWL-WeUURU OaZ aQd

cULPLQaOLVed LQVXOWV agaLQVW WKe SUeVLdeQW ZeUe beKLQd PRUe WKaQ KaOf Rf WKe dRcXPeQWed YLROaWLRQV LQ TXUNe\ LQ

2020.
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I may disagree with what you have to say, but I shall defend, to the death, your right to say it. (Voltaire 1694 – 1778)

THINK ! ABOUT US ! ANNUAL PUBLICATIONS REPORTS CONTACT TÜRKÇE

Lawyer Hakan Mazman, who was on trial for “insulting the President” due to his social media posts, was sentenced to 1 year

and 2 months in prison.
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Annex II 

Statistics* Article 299 of the Criminal Code 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

* These statistics were obtained from Judicial Statistics of the Ministry of Justice 
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